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IOWA " DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOuRCES
Report of Investigation
IVESTIGATION DATE: Current: February & March, 1987 Last: None

TO: Mr. Mike Clem
Hawkeye Motel
1104 East Seventh Street
Atlantic, Iowa 50022

RE: Complaint Investigation

PERSONS CONTACTED: Refer to Report

February 14, 1987

Received call from Mike Clem, owner of the Hawkeye Motel; reported
petroleum product fumes in a lower-level room. Went to investigate. I did
not get any explosive readings in the room with the MSA combustible gas
indicator. I probed the ground and under the concrete drive around the end
of the building and found readings up to 60% on the exploslve meter. Mr.
Clem reported that this had happened on the last three Fridays. I told him
to give us a call the following Friday if he noticed fumes again.

February 20, 1987
Received call from Mike Clem and went to investigate. No explosive
atmosphere was present in the lower level, west end room. I got low level
readings (0 to 35%) in the ground around the southwest corner of the
ilding. I visited with Mr. Dale Denison of the Denison 66 (west of the
.tel) and got a description of his tank field; tanks were installed July,
1985. There appeared to be no connection between fumes becoming noticeable
on Fridays and the fuel delivery schedules at either station (66 on the
west - Amoco on the east).

February 23, 1987

Contacted the State Fire Marshall's office - Mr. Carroll Shissler arrived
on site at 3:15. Found 100% readings on explosion meter under concrete
south of the motel at the west end of the building. The underground plume
appeared to be limited to a well-defined area running from the west end of
the motel eastward toward the street; at this time the plume could not be
traced to either gasoline station by explosion meter readings.

At the Amoco station, a 100% reading was observed near the regular tank.
Mr. Shissler wrote an order for the owner (Mr. Dennis Furne) to test the
regular line, as he reported the pump loses prime overnight.

February 24, 1987

On this date, the State Fire Marshall and I conducted further
investigations. Four holes were hand-augered to a depth of eight feet on
motel property. No contaminated soil was encountered, nor was the water
table encountered. Initially, there were no petroleum vapors in the holes.
After venting for 5-10 mlnutes, the holes yielded explosive meter readings
of 100%.

pruary 25, 1987
under directives of the State Fire Marshall, Jacobs Well Drilling was on
site; two of the hand-augered holes were then dug to a depth of approxi-
mately 25 feet - one near the street, one at the top of the driveway.




ole #1 - near Seventh Street: Started drilling at a depth of eight feet.

tplosion meter readings in the hole were 100%. Dug through brown clay.
this had a slight odor, only showing a slight deflection of the needle on
the explosion meter. Did not encounter any clay &aturated with petroleum
product. Encountered sand at 16 1/2 feet. The clay just above the sand
was slightly blue in color. The sand was relatively clean. After about
four feet of sand, a dense, sticky clay was encountered with no evidence of
petroleum odor or product saturation. Stopped digging.

Hole #2 - north of hole #1, near the corner of building: Again, explosion
meter readings in the hole were 100%. Started digging at a depth of eight
feet in black clay. The first scoop removed read 20% on the explosion
meter. Several scoops later read 5%. Soon got into brown clay which
looked very clean. Encountered sand at 18 feet. This looked clean, had
explosion meter readings of approximately 5%. Stopped digging shortly
after.

March 2, 1987

Went to site in the afternoon with Roy Davis and Carroll Shissler of the
State Fire Marshall's office. They had found leaks under pumps at Denison
66. These were subsequently repaired and the State Fire Marshall
instructed Denison 66 to run water into the space under the pump island in
an effort to flush underground material. He also ran water into the south
well at the motel for approximately 45 minutes.

March 3, 1987

isited the site with Carroll Shissler. Denison 66 had been running water
.nder the pump island since opening. A fire hose (not at full throttle)
was used from approximately 10:00 - 2:00. The fire hose was used in the
well from approximately 2:00 - 4:00.

At the Amoco station, Mr. Furne tested the regular line. Showed a slight
loss of pressure (approximately five pounds in five minutes starting at 30
pounds - pumps are suction type). Regular pump at the other pump island
had leaks in couplings beneath the pump. Could possibly explain the 100%
readings near the regular tank.

March 6, 1987

Visited site. Mr. Furne had not fixed the leak on south regular pump.
Told him he would have to put in a monitoring well - location to be
determined later. Mr. Clem reported fumes in the motel room. Gave him
okay to fill two shallow holes after consulting with Mr. Shissler.

March 10, 1987

Visited the site; told Mr. Furne where to locate the monitoring well. He
had not fixed the pump coupling yet - reminded him to get it done. Took
explosion meter readings at the motel:

South well  50%

North well Slight movement of needle
Probe hole at street 80%

Under motel drive 100%

North hole Filled and cemented

March 20, 1987
Visited site. Mr. Furne had repaired the leak under south regular pump on

March 11, 1987. After discussion, we decided the monitoring well will be




installed in two weeks if 100% readings persist by the regular tank. Mr.
em has filled in the two remaining holes at the motel. Readings under
~he concrete are still 100%.
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Inspector: 7ﬂu¢/ 7§Q¢huAL7L”' 3-23-87
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COMPLAINT RECORD

Date complaint is received: 21-/Y-87 complaint No:
or Central-Office—

Received by Region No. Y

[Lbaq)

24-§7
N

COMPLAINANT
Name: _ M ke (Clem — Huwleye Mgh/ Phone: 702 —2%3- (403
Address: UoY Eqct  7¢h St County: Casc

Atlontzc, TA 2ip Code: GV022
COMPLAINT AGAINST
Name: P Phone:
Address: County: Cass

Atlan e . YA Zip Code: $P022

STATEMENT OF COMPLAINT

Program Area:

(circle) Wastewater

Water Supply Air Solid Waste

RCRA Agricultural Flood Plain Water Use

Miscellaneous
Fefro/cum OJOLS ’Drc{Lh‘l‘ in (OuJer [eve,/ Of mu/-e/
#as occurm:a( an é[m ioif‘ 5 Frr'z:{a}/ cncﬁ'rncams. an/
gas co. out ~ {*/ne/v told him it was ’Dc{'fo/c‘r_/m i&r_aﬁx_d_‘_
V'l}_'boP'S.
Referred to:
By: Date:

ACTION/RESOLUTION AND DATES
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